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THE ALTER REBBE’S SHULCHON ORUCH (PART 1)
A revolutionary approach of the Alter Rebbe to the question:
What is “Shabbos Hagodol”?

By: Rabbi Levi Y. Garelik

Also:

Why is Shabbos Hagodol called “Hagadol”?

Do the 6 answers quoted in Wikipedia answer the question?
Does Aish.com answer the question?

And..... what does the Alter Rebbe say about this?

Why do we say the Hagadah on Shabbos Hagodol?
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Who said about the Alter Rebbe that he is like the Rif and the Rambam?
Who said about the Alter Rebbe that he is the “Godol Beacharonim” (the greatest

of the Achronim)?

Based on Likutei Sichos Vol. 37 pages 7-13 and others
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Wikipedia .1
Shabbat HaGadol

Shabbat HaGadol ("Great Shabbat" 711an naw) is the Shabbat immediately before Passover.
There is a special Haftarah reading on this Shabbat of the book of Malachi. Traditionally a lengthy
and expansive sermon is given to the general community in the afternoon.

Various reasons are given for the name of this Shabbat:

1) The Midrash Rabbah states: “When they (the Jewish people) set aside their paschal lamb on
that Shabbat, the first-born gentiles gathered near the Israelites and asked them why they were
doing this. The following was their response: “This is a Pesach offering to God who will kill the
firstborn Egyptians.” They (the firstborn) went to their fathers and to Pharaoh to request that they
grant permission to send the Jewish people free — but they refused. The first-born then waged a
war against them and many of them (the Egyptians) were killed. This is the meaning of the verse
(Psalms 136:10): “Who struck Egypt through its first born; for His kindness is eternal”.
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2) The Tur states: The lamb was the Egyptian deity. Many Jews, after 210 years of immersion
within Egyptian civilization, had also adopted this animal as their god. When God commanded
that a lamb be set aside and tied to the bed for four days in anticipation of sacrifice, the Jewish
people abandoned their idolatrous practice and courageously fulfilled this mitzvah in the eyes of
the Egyptian people, thereby demonstrating their complete trust and faith in God. Nothing could
have been more abominable to the Egyptians, for their god was to be slaughtered. Nevertheless,
miraculously the Egyptians were unable to utter a word or lift a hand. They watched helplessly as
their god was being prepared for slaughter. This miracle was a great miracle (nes gadol) and
gives this Shabbat its name.

3) The Pri Chodosh writes: On this day the Jewish people were commanded to fulfill their first
mitzvah — to set aside the lamb as a sacrifice. (Note: The mitzvah of Rosh Chodesh was not one
they practically fulfilled at that time on that month.) This significant achievement is therefore
called Gadol. Additionally, by fulfilling this first mitzvah they became like a child maturing into
adulthood — they celebrated their Bar/Bat Mitzvah. In this light, the name Shabbat HaGadol would
translate: The Shabbat the Jews became gadol/mature adults.

4) The Chasam Sofer writes: On this day the Jewish people fully ‘returned’ (Teshuvah) to their
commitment and faith in God (as explained in reason #1). God is called gadol. Therefore, the
Jewish People who embraced and subjugated themselves to God earned the title gadol as well.
5) The Shibolei Haleket writes: The customary lengthy Shabbat HaGadol speech makes the
Shabbat feel long, drawn out, and ‘gadol’. (A similar reason is given for Yom Kippur being

called Tzoma Rabba / The Big Fast — it feels long!).

6) Rabbi David ben Joseph Abudarham writes: In the Haftorah of the Shabbat prior to Pesach we
read the possuk [Malachi 3:23]: “Henei Anochi Shole’ach Lochem Es Eliyahu Hanavi Lifnei Bo
Yom HaGadol V’hanorah,”, or "Behold, | send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and awesome day of the Lord." This reason places Shabbat HaGadol in the same category
as Shabbat Chazon, Shabbat Nachamu, and Shabbat Shuva for their name is derived from the
Haftorah.

Chabad.org .2

The Shabbat before Pesach is called "Shabbat Hagadol" (the "Great Shabbat") for a number
of reasons:

1) The primary event commemorated on this Shabbat is a great miracle which occurred on
this day, several days before the Exodus. The Jewish people were commanded by Moses to
take a lamb and tie it to their bedposts on Shabbat, the 10th day of Nissan, five days before
they were to leave Egypt. When the Egyptians inquired by the Jews why they were buying
lambs en masse, they were told that these lambs were intended for the Paschal Offering,
which would be sacrificed in preparation of the Plague of the Firstborn. For some reason, this
information rattled the Egyptian firstborn, who immediately insisted that Pharaoh grant the

Jews the liberty they demanded. When Pharaoh refused their request, the Egyptian firstborn
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waged war with Pharaoh's army, and many Egyptians who were guilty of atrocities against
the Jews were killed on that day.

2) Furthermore, on this day it was demonstrated that the Egyptians were powerless against
the Jews. They must have been mightily peeved by the fact that the Jews were planning to
slaughter lambs, an Egyptian deity -- but were incapable of doing anything to hamper their
plans.

3) Some suggest that this Shabbat earned the title "Gadol," because it is the day when the
rabbis traditionally deliver extensive lectures about the laws ofPassover, and pontificate
about the lessons to be learned from the holiday.

4) The Haftorah read in many communities on this Shabbat speaks of the coming

of Moshiach, referring to the day of his arrival as the "yom Hashem hagadol v'hanora” -- the

"great” and awesome day of the L-rd.1

Aish.com .3

While Shabbat existed from the time of creation, only God was bound by this concept;
Shabbat did not seem to have much to do with man. The description cited above of Shabbat
being the result of creation is absent the second time the Ten Commandments are written in
the Torah. There, the verse illuminates a different aspect of Shabbat:

And remember that you were a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the Lord your

God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and with a stretched out arm;

therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the Shabbat day. (Deut. 5:15)

Here we find an historical component to Shabbat. Our duty to observe Shabbat is not due
exclusively to the theological concept of creation and God's rest. Rather, the historical events
of our slavery and redemption are the focus.

The Sfat Emet explains that the term "Shabbat HaGadol" results from the Shabbat taking on
new significance. Only with the Jews redemption from Egypt did Shabbat acquire the
historical identity which intertwined with the theology.The Sfat Emet explains that Shabbat
had now become "greater": Now the second aspect of Shabbat, articulated in the repetition
of the Ten Commandments, would be realized.

WHY IS THIS SHABBAT DIFFERENT?

This Shabbat in Egypt was different from all other previous Shabbatot. Now man joined God
in His holy day..

The Sfat Emet states that by taking the lamb the Jews observed Shabbat in Eqypt. This

was their first Shabbat as a people, a moment of passage in the national sense: They
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had reached the age of majority, became adult ("gedolim"), with responsibilities. This was
Shabbat "HaGadol". The most basic teaching of Shabbat is the acknowledgement that God
created the world in six days. By taking the lamb the Jews rejected idolatry and accepted
God. This was not merely an action which took place on the tenth of Nissan. This was a
watershed of Jewish history. Now the Jews joined God in a Shabbat.

The Talmud teaches that one who desecrates Shabbat is guilty of idolatry, for he has
rejected the works of God. Now we see that those who rejected idolatry were viewed as
"Shabbat observers." Moreover, in taking the lamb, they kept their only Shabbat
commandment. This "perfect track record” made it a truly great Shabbat.
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